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CONFIDENTIAL LAHORE 0383 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PK 
SUBJECT: CRISIS IN PUNJAB 

REF: LAHORE 0371 

1 . SUMMARY: PPP WORKERS CLASHED WITH OPPOSITION DEMONSTRATORS 
IN LAHORE APRIL 15, LEAVING AT LEAST THREE DEAD AND ONE HUNDRED 
WOUNDED. PNA SOURCS PUTS ESTIMATE MUCH HIGHER. PPP OFFICE, 

CINEMA HOUSE, PRIVATE RESIDENCE AND NUMBER OF SHOPS BURNED. 
SITUATION ELSEWHERE IN PROVINCE ALSO SERIOUS. POLICE HAD TO 
OPEN FIRE IN AT LEAST TWO PLACES TO HALT DEMONSTRATORS OR CHECK 
ARSON. SO FAR, ARMY HAS NOT COME IN. END SUMMARY. 

2. PNA MASSED AT LEAST 50,000 DEMONSTRATORS IN LAHORE YES- 
TERDAY (APRIL 15) WHEN FIVE PEACEFUL PROCESSIONS CONVERGED ON 
THE MALL IN THE MAIN DOWNTOWN BUSINESS AREA. (SOME PAPERS PUT 
NUMBER, INCLUDING THOSE WHO CAME OUT FROM NEIGHBORING MOSQUES, 
AT OVER 100,000.) CROWD HAD JUST ABOUT BROKEN UP AROUND 1700 
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HOURS WHEN WORD REPORTEDLY REACHED IT THAT PPP ELEMENTS HAD 
ATTACKED SHOP OWNED BY A LOCAL OPPOSITION LEADER ELSWHERE IN 
TOWN AND BROKEN LEGS OF A JAMAATI-ISLAMI MAULANA (UNIDENTIFIED) 
INSIDE A MOSQUE. INFURIATED GROUP OF OPPOSITION DEMONSTRATORS 
ABOUT 5,000 STRONG LEFT MALL AND RETALIATED BY ATTACKING 
A CINEMA HOUSE OWNED BY PPP MEMBER ON MCLEOD ROAD, SAME ONE 
THEY HAD TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO BURN DOWN DAY BEFORE. PPP 
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ELEMENTS OPENED FIRE FROM ROOF OF BUILDING AND HURLED ACID 
DOWN ON CROWD. DESPITE TAKING SOME 60 CASUALTIES (PAK TIMES 
FIGURES). DEMONSTRATORS FORCED WAY INSIDE AND SET BUILDING ON 
FIRE. EIGHT CARS AND A POLICE BUS GOT BURNED IN SAME COMPOUND. 
DEMONSTRATORS MOVED FURTHER DOWN STREET WHERE THEY DREW 
FIRE FROM A PPP OFFICE WHEN THEY ATTEMPTED ARSON. UNDETERRED, 
CROWD STORMED BUILDING AND SET IT ALIGHT. PPP WORKER WAS 
STABBED AND KILLED INSIDE AND BODY DRAGGED ONTO STREET. 

ANOTHER 40 PERSONS REPORTEDLY GOT SHOT DURING THIS ENCOUNTER. 
SEVEN NEARBY SHOPS AND A HOUSE WERE ALSO BURNED. LATTER WAS 
ATTACKED WHEN OCCUPANTS, PRESUMABLY PPP SUPPORTERS, OPENED FIRE 
ON PNA CROWD. WHEN POLICE ARRIVED TO TRY TO BREAK THINGS UP, 
DEMONSTRATORS RESPONDED WITH BRICKBATS AND WOUNDED NINE POLICE 
WITH A HAND GRENADE. LATHI CHARGE WAS REQUIRED TO DISPERSE 
CROWD AND MAKE WAY FOR FIRE BRIGADE. ELSEWHERE IN CITY TWO 
UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS TOSSED A GRENADE AT RESIDENCE OWNED BY 
EDITOR OF PRO-GOVERNMENT URDU DAIG MASHRIQ. DAMAGE WAS MINOR 
AND NO ONE WAS INJURED. COMPLETE HARTAL WAS OBSERVED. 

3. PPP SOURCE INFORMED CONGEN THAT THREE FSF WERE KILLED IN 
FIGHTING ON PPP SIDE. ABOUT A THOUSAND FSF, HE CLAIMED, HAD 
BEEN ARMED AND SENT INTO STREET IN PLAINCLOTHES WITH ORDERS 
TO SHOOT AS NECESSARY. RELIABLE OPPOSITION CONTACT (M. ANWAR) 
ESTIMATES THAT AT LEAST 18 PEOPLE WERE SHOT DEAD AND OVER 150 
WOUNDED. GI EN SIZE OF ENCOUNTERS, THESE FIGURES APPEAR MORE 
CREDIBLE THAN OFFICIAL ONES. WHATEVER THE NUMBER, IT APPEARS 
THAT VIOLENCE WAS LARGELY PPP INSPIRED. 

4. VIOLENCE BROKE OUT AFRESH IN A NUMBER OF OTHER TOWNS IN 
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THE PROVINCE. POLICE OPENED FIRE AND KILLED AT LEAST THREE 
PERSONS IN JAMPUR (D.G. KHAN DISTRICT) WHEN DEMONSTRATORS BEGAN 
TO HURL BRICKBATS AND FIRE BOMBS AT THEM. SEVERAL OTHERS WERE 
WOUNDED. A LAWYER WAS KILLED BY POLICE BULLETS IN SHAKKAGARH 
(SIALKOT DISTRICT) AND ANOTHER BADLY WOUNDED DURING PROTEST 
MARCH. IN SARGODHA, NEARLY 100 PERSONS WERE REPORTEDLY INJURED 
IN HEAVY LATHI CHARGE AFTER DEMONSTRATORS BURNED A POLICE VAN. 
POLICE DETAINED EIGHT OPPOSITION WORKERS IN SAHIWAL FOLLOWING 
ARSON AND LOOTING. STUDENTS ATTEMPTED TO BURN A BUS IN 
GUJRAT, BUT WERE BEATED BACK BY POLICE. HOWEVER, THEY 
SUCCEEDED IN DAMAGING A BANK. RAILWAY STATION AND PPP OFFICE 
WERE ATTACKED BY PNA SUPPORTERS IN RAHIMYAR KHAN. IN 
BAHAWALPUR, DEMONSTRATORS BRICKBATTED BANKS AND RANSACKED 
A LIQUOR STORE. SIMILAR PROTESTS OCCURRED IN OTHER PLACEU 
AS PPP GOVERNMENT REMAINS UNDER ATTACK PROVINCE-WIDE. 

5. DESPITE CONTINUING BLOODSHED, ARMY HAS NOT COME IN. SOME 
BELIEVE IT HAS REFUSED TO DO SO. OTHERS SAY PM HAS NOT GIVEN 
ORDER YET. PUNJABIS ANXIOUSLY AWAIT BHUTTO'S MESSAGE TO NATION 
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SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY (APRIL 17) IN HOPE IT MAY LEAD TO END OF 
CRISIS WHICH IS BEGINNING TO THREATEN CIVIL WAR. 

GAMON 
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